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Project Aim: 
       - Survey of the Saker Falcon Falco cherrug population in Serbia in 2007 
 

Background: 
�
Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) has a special significance among breeding birds of Serbia, 
since no other species has such a large percentage (13%) of its European population 
breeding in Serbia. Its breeding range is concentrated in Vojvodina (95%), but there are 
several observations from breeding season from highland plateau steppes in the southeast 
(Stara Planina, Vlasina, Dukat), inhabited by Souslik (Spermophilus cittelus). Saker 
population is relatively evenly spread in the lowlands, inhabiting agricultural land and 
preserved habitats under steppe and alkaline soil vegetation in vicinity of smaller towns 
and villages. Its concentration reaches its peak in the regions of southern Banat, eastern 
Srem, Fruška Gora Mt. and southern Ba� ka. Sakers nest on threes (Deliblato Sands and 
riverside forests along the Danube and the Sava rivers), rarely on cliffs (Stara Planina 
Mt.) and loess bluffs (Titel Hill along Tisa River), and in the last 30 years most of the 
nests is located on high voltage electricity pylons (Vojvodina). 
 
Recent population estimates range from 55 to 60 breeding pairs. The population trend is 
stable, but there are local fluctuations caused by nesting conditions, climate, availability 
of natural nests and human pressure. More than 90% of all pairs breeds in Raven (Corvus 
corax) nests at high voltage electricity pylons, and only exceptionally in Hooded Cow 
(Corvus corone cornix) nests. Saker Falcons choose primarily pylons of more than 15 
meters in height, consisting of “twin pylons”, and occupies Raven nest built at the 
connection of vertical and top, horizontal part of the pylon structure.  Increase in number 
of Saker pairs is caused by an adaptation for nesting at electricity pylons located within 
treeless agricultural land, as well as change in its diet, nowadays oriented mostly towards 
some groups of birds – those that have become more numerous with spread of human 



settlements, dumping sites and agricultural land. Also, decrease in use of chemical 
biocides in agriculture and lower disturbance by man had its positive effects. Although 
the Saker Falcon is protected as “natural rarity” in Serbia, it is necessary to intensify 
research, establish an adequate monitoring system, as well as education of electrical 
companies’ employees, together with erection of artificial nesting platforms and 
improvement of its food basis.  
 
Introduction  
 
The main activity was to survey all areas where the reproduction of this species is  
potentialy possible, focused on the power lines, steppe and saline habitats, forests beside 
larger rivers and  localities around nearby settlements. All of portal type and great 
number of jela type of electric power pylons were covered during the project (2000 km of 
lines). Electricity pylons were observed in Ma� va and in northern part of Pomoravlje. 
The special attention was concerned to the localities where the successful pair of Saker 
Falcon known from earlier years. 
      

Metods 
 
Nest finding and mapping of breeding pairs in Vojvodina and other suitable areas of 
Serbia (N Pomoravlje and Ma� va regions) was done. Main focus was made on detailed 
research of the high-voltage power lines where most breeding pairs are concentrated, as 
well as some of earlier primary habitats in Deliblato Sands, Fruška Gora Mt, Gornje 
Podunavlje and Titel Hill. Breeding population mapping was done through the 
recruitment of numerous bird-watchers.  
 
Breeding pair mapping was realized at all surveyed areas and along power lines, nest 
position was noted (electricity pylon, tree, cliff), as well as survival conditions, threats 
and dangers, and breeding success. Registration forms were filled up for all registered 
Saker breeding territories, as well as breeding areas/nests of Raven. 
 
Most of previous known breeding areas and potential territories were visited during 
reproductive season (March-July 2007), but some of the territories were visited year-
round in order to gain insight in seasonal presence of both adult and young birds at the 
sites. Collecting the prey animal remnants under and around the nests has been made. 
 

Results 
  
During the fieldwork, we organized 17 ornithologists who, with other volunteers, formed 
11 groups. Panonian teritory of Serbia was shared all into regions. Ornithological teams 
(11) covered all power lines in lowland Serbia (Vojvodina, N Pomoravlje and Macva 
region in W Serbia). 
 
 



 
 
 

In 2007. we found 40 areas with presence of adult Sakers in breeding period (territories). 
Half of them were with active nests with juveniles (20). More than 95% of territories 
were situated in Vojvodina (39 of 40). Only one pair was discovered south to the Danube 
(N Pomoravlje), but with successful breeding (3 young). 
 
 

  

 Successful pairs Active 
nest 

Unsuccessful pairs Pair 
with nest 

Pair on 
territory 

Single bird on 
territory SUMMARY 

BACKA  6 3 0 5 14 

BANAT 9 1 1 4 15 

SREM 4 1 1 4 10 

CENTRAL 
SERBIA 1 0 0 0 1 

SUMMARY 20 5 2 13 40 

 
Our estimate is: cca 55 pairs bred in Serbia in 2007: about 50 pairs in Vojvodina and 5 
pairs in rest of Serbia.  
 

SURVEY OF THE SAKER FALCON Falco cherrug  
     AND RAVENS Corvus corax  ON ELECTRICITY POWER LINES IN 

SERBIA,  2007 
 



Name of species:   1.     Saker Falcon Falco cherrug 

 2.     Raven Corvus corax 

Number of pylon:    
Date/observer :   
Type of pylons:   1.     portal 

 2.     jela 

 3.     ostalo  ______________________ 

            (betonski stub, drvo, lesni odsek, gra� evina, stena-kamenolom) 

Nest position on pylon:   1. 

 2. 

 3. 

Nest building :  1.    Gavran Corvus corax 

 2.    Siva vrana Corvus corone cornix 

 3.    ostalo ______________________ 

Description of location:   1.    poljoprivredno zemljište - monokultura 

 2.    slatina sa grmljem 

 3.    pašnjak 

 4.    mozai� no poljoprivredno zemljište, kanal, reku  

 5.    poljoprivredno zemljište uz naselje, put, deponiju  

Numb er of individuals:    1.    par  

 2.    jedna ptica 

 3.    više ptica _____ (koliko?) 

 4.    bez ptica 

Phase of reproduc tion:    1.    pravljenje/zauzimanje gnezda 

 2.    inkubacija 

 3.    mladunci u gnezdu 

 4.    poletarci 

Number of juveniles:   1     2     3     4     5     6 
Type of diet sample:   1.    pera stepskog sokola 

 2.    gvalice 

 3.    ostaci plena  

 4.    prstenje 

Number of whole pellets:    
 
 
 
 
 


